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Languages 

How many languages can you speak? Do you know how many languages there are in the 
world? Read this article to find out more about languages. 

Before reading 
Do the preparation task first. Then read the article and do the exercises. 

Preparation task 
Match the definitions (a–h) with the vocabulary (1–8). 

Vocabulary Definitions 

1. to communicate 

2. multilingual 

3. fluently 

4. global 

5. challenging 

6. rewarding 

7. a sign language 

8. a skill 

 

a) connected to the whole world  

b) an ability to do something well, usually because you have 
practised it 

c) difficult, but in a way that makes you try hard and think  

d) to share ideas, feelings or information with others 

e) making you feel happy or satisfied because you have done 
something well 

f) able to use more than one language 

g) a language that uses movements and facial expressions, not 
spoken words  

h) speaking a language easily and well, without many pauses 
or mistakes  

Languages 
How many languages can you speak? If you’re reading this, then you’re probably studying 
English – so you already speak at least two languages, or maybe more!   

How do we use language? 
We use language all the time, often without thinking. We use it to communicate with other 
people, give and receive information, and express our feelings and opinions. We also use 
language for entertainment – when we watch videos, listen to music or play games. When we 
can do these things in more than one language, we have more opportunities to communicate 
with people from other cultures, to learn and to have fun.  

How many languages are there?  
There are around 7,000 languages in the world. Some countries, like Indonesia, Nigeria and 
India, have hundreds of languages, and Papua New Guinea has the highest number, with more 
than 800! Today, many people live in multilingual societies, where using more than one 
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language is part of everyday life. In fact, research suggests that more than half of the world’s 
population can speak two or more languages fluently.  

Why is English called a ‘global language’?  

English is one of the most widely used languages in the world today. It’s often called a ‘global 
language’ because people from many different countries use it to communicate. Interestingly, 
more people speak English as a second or additional language than as a first language. 
Millions of learners study it at school, online or in language schools. For many people, English 
is a key skill for work, travel and international communication.  

Why is it good to learn languages?  

Learning a language can be challenging, but it’s also exciting and rewarding. You might make 
mistakes or feel shy, but that’s part of learning. As you practise, you become more confident 
and can connect with people from different cultures. And remember, not all languages are 
spoken with your voice. Sign languages are important too, and they are used by millions of 
people around the world, especially deaf people.  

How many languages should you learn?  

There’s no simple answer. Some people speak two languages, others speak three or more. 
What’s important isn’t the number but the ability to communicate with others. In our 
connected world, where international communication is so important, languages are a 
powerful and useful skill – and they open the door to new people, ideas and experiences. 

Tasks 

Task 1  
Choose the best answer to complete the sentences. 

1. The main message in the article is that ______.  

a. languages are useful for travel 

b. languages are an important part of modern life 

c. English is the only language people need 

2. There are about ______ in the world. 

a. 800 

b. 7,000 

c. 8,000 

3. Papua New Guinea is special because ______. 

a. people speak just one language 

b. it has the most English speakers in the world 

c. it has the biggest number of languages in the world 
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4. According to the article, about ______ of the world’s population can speak more than 
one language. 

a. 10% 

b. 25% 

c. 50% 

5. English is called a ‘global language’ because ______. 

a. people from different countries use it to communicate 

b. it’s the easiest language 

c. it’s spoken in the UK and the USA 

6. According to the article, most English speakers ______. 

a. use it as a first language 

b. use it as a second or additional language 

c. don’t like learning other languages 

Task 2  
Complete the sentences (1–6) with the words (a–f). 

Sentences Words 

1. When you speak more than one language, you 
have many opportunities to ___ with people from 
different cultures. 

2. In ___ societies, people speak more than one 
language. 

3. Around half of the world’s population speaks 
more than one language ___. 

4. For many people, speaking English is an 
important ___ for work and travel. 

5. Learning languages can sometimes be difficult, 
but it’s also very ___. 

6. Millions of people around the world use ___ 
languages. 

a) sign 

b) communicate 

c) skill 

d) rewarding  

e) multilingual  

f) fluently 

 

Discussion 
What languages can you speak? Do you like learning English? Why is it important to learn 
languages? 
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Answers 

Preparation task 
1. d 
2. f 
3. h 
4. a 
5. c 
6. e 
7. g 
8. b 

Task 1 
1. b 
2. b 
3. c 
4. c 
5. a 
6. b 

Task 2 
1. b 
2. e 
3. f 
4. c 
5. d 
6. a 
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