
Writing skills practice: A chat – exercises  
Look at the chat and do the exercises to improve your writing skills. 

Preparation  
Match the phrases with the common abbreviations. and write a–f next to the numbers 1–6.  

1…….. at a. Lisa’s 

2…….. Lisa’s house b. u 

3…….. (hearts =) love c. @ 

4…….. you d. lol 

5…….. kisses e. <3 <3 <3 

6…….. laughing out loud f. xxx 
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1. Check your writing: gap fill 
Complete the text message with a symbol from the box.  

<3<3<3!!! Cu @ Bob’s 

soooooooo XOXOXO U 
 

 
Hey! 

1. We’re _______________. (at Bob’s house) 

2. _______________ (are you) coming? 

3. Getting pizza!!! _______________ (We love pizza!!!) 

4. … from Big Al’s. It’s _______________ (really really) good! 

5. _______________ (See you) later! 

6. _______________ (Hugs and kisses) 

 

2. Check your writing: gap fill 
Write the sentence again in text message style. Use symbols, abbreviations, letters and numbers. 

1. See you later. _______________ later. 

2. I’m at school. I’m _______________. 

3. How are you? How _______________? 

4. I’m fine, thanks. I’m fine, _______________. 

5. I love pizza. I _______________ pizza. 

6. We’re going to Sam’s house. We’re going _______________. 

7. I’ll be there at 5 pm. I’ll _______________ there _______________. 

8. See you tomorrow. _______________. 

 

Discussion  

What other words do you know in text message style? Do you prefer writing in text message style or in 
full? 

 


