Writing skills practice: Describing a graph of trends over time – exercises
Look at the exam question, line graph and answer and do the exercises to improve your writing skills.

Preparation
Match the vocabulary with the correct definition and write a–h next to the numbers 1–8.
1……..

ownership

a.

to accept or start to use something new

2……..

modest

b.

noticeably; remarkably

3……..

steadily

c.

possession; having something

4……..

to adopt something

d.

not large

5……..

a trajectory

e.

the path that an object follows (often in the air)

6……..

a surge

f.

gradually; consistently; in a controlled way

7……..

strikingly

g.

existing among many people or in many places

8……..

widespread

h.

a sudden, large increase

1. Check your vocabulary: multiple choice
Circle the correct meaning of these words.
1.

to plunge (v.), a plunge (n.)
a. a big
decrease

2.

c. no change

d. an increase

e. a big
increase

b. a decrease

c. no change

d. an increase

e. a big
increase

b. a decrease

c. no change

d. an increase

e. a big
increase

c. no change

d. an increase

e. a big
increase

c. no change

d. an increase

e. a big
increase

c. no change

d. an increase

e. a big
increase

b. a decrease

c. no change

d. an increase

e. a big
increase

b. a decrease

c. no change

d. an increase

e. a big
increase

b. a decrease

b. a decrease

b. a decrease

to surge (v.), a surge (n.)
a. a big
decrease

10.

b. a decrease

to rise (v.), a rise (n.)
a. a big
decrease

9.

e. a big
increase

to drop (v.), a drop (n.)
a. a big
decrease

8.

d. an increase

to level off (v.), a levelling-off (n.)
a. a big
decrease

7.

c. no change

to shoot up (v.)
a. a big
decrease

6.

b. a decrease

to grow (v.), growth (n.)
a. a big
decrease

5.

e. a big
increase

to soar (v.)
a. a big
decrease

4.

d. an increase

to decline (v.), a decline (n.)
a. a big
decrease

3.

c. no change

b. a decrease

to plummet (v.)
a. a big
decrease

2. Check your writing: gap fill
Complete the sentences with an adjective or adverb from the box.
sharp

Notably

dramatically

modest

negligible

steadily

1.

There was a _______________ increase in profits last year. (sudden, big change)

2.

Numbers of young people using the product grew _______________. (change at a consistent rate)

3.

Sales declined _______________, despite increased advertising. (big change)

4.

The difference between the figures for 2012 and 2013 was _______________. (practically no
difference)

5.

The graph shows a _______________ rise over the spring and summer period. (small change)

6.

_______________, production was moved out of the country before 2015. (important change)

3. Check your writing: gap fill
Complete the second sentence so that it has the same meaning as the first. Write two or three words.
1.

Sales grew rapidly in the first quarter, then slowed down considerably.
The _______________ sales was rapid in the first quarter, then slowed down considerably.

2.

There was a lot of fluctuation in their income between 2014 and 2016.
Their income _______________ between 2014 and 2016.

3.

The popularity of the sport declined considerably over the following few years.
There was a _______________ in the popularity of the sport over the following few years.

4.

Ownership of tablets surged dramatically between October and December.
There was a _______________ ownership of tablets between October and December.

5.

There was a gradual increase in levels of interest after 2013.
Levels of interest _______________ after 2013.

6.

Despite the levelling-off of sales in 2012, production was increased.
Although sales _______________ in 2012, production was increased.

7.

There was a significant decline in profits in the second quarter.
Profits _______________ the second quarter.

8.

The price suddenly surged at the end of 2016.
The price _______________ up at the end of 2016.

Discussion
What percentage of people in your country use the internet? Is this changing? What new technology are
people starting to adopt?

