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Transcript for Tips and tricks for reading in a foreign language 

Hello and welcome to another video for the British Council’s LearnEnglish Teens website and their 
YouTube channel. My name is Molly and in today’s video I wanted to share some tips and tricks for 
reading in a foreign language. 

Tip number one is to read children’s books. You might be really keen to read the classics, so, er, 
Shakespeare or something, but starting with that really isn’t a good way to go. If you’re a beginner, a 
children’s book is often a much better starting point. They are shorter, they use simple language, they have 
large font and sometimes they even have pictures. And all of this means that it’s a lot easier to get started 
with reading. For me, I study Spanish and the first book that I read in Spanish was a translation of Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl, which is a British children’s classic. And that was a really great 
decision. 

Tip number two is to pick a book that you know and love. If you pick a favourite book then you’re already 
going to be familiar with the plot and the characters and so it’s going to be a less confusing experience. 
And, you’re also going to save a lot of time because you won’t have to keep looking up all these words in 
the dictionary. For me, um, I’m a huge Harry Potter fan, and I recently started reading the series in 
Spanish, which I’m really enjoying. Also, I have here Ciudades de Papel, which is a Spanish translation of 
John Green’s book Paper Towns. I’ve read this in English and really enjoyed it, um, and also, another thing 
to say is that for this and for Harry Potter, and for Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, I’ve seen the movies, 
and this is another way to really help yourself because it just adds another level of familiarity to the 
process. 

Tip number three is to read a parallel text book. Now, I don’t know if you all know what that is, but I have 
one here, which is, um, this is a collection of poems by Federico García Lorca, but books like this have the 
original text on one side and the translation on the other. So, this one has, um, you probably can’t see it 
here, but I’ve got the Spanish poem here and the English translation here. And this also really helps 
because you don’t have to go to a dictionary again because the translation is right there, and you can refer 
to the translated version as much or as little as you need, er, depending on how good your language is. 
So, I really do recommend that as well. 

And my fourth and final tip for you today is to forget books altogether and read articles. Articles are a really 
great way to start reading because they’re so short. And also, um, because they’re short, they are so much 
less of a commitment than a book is. So, they’re really easy to fit into your daily routine or your weekly 
routine or whatever, and just read a couple of articles when you have a spare bit of time. On the British 
Council’s LearnEnglish Teens website, for the magazine section, has a whole host of articles, so I’d really 
recommend going there and checking out some of those as a place to begin. 

Thanks very much for watching. I hope you enjoyed it and found these tips useful, and I will see you next 
time. Bye! 

 
 


